
GREATER FALL RIVER VOCATIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT  

ADMISSIONS POLICY SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES 

DISTRICT OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM 

1082 DAVOL STREET, 2nd FLOOR, ROOM NO. 237, FALL RIVER, MA  

DECEMBER 7, 2020 

 

 In attendance: Paul Jennings, Jeff Begin, Fr. Jay Mello, Attorney Gregory Brilhante, Dr. Elvio Ferreira, 

Lois Miller, and Andrew Rebello.  

 

 The meeting began with a roll call at 4:02 p.m.  

 

  Ms. Lois Miller, Director of Guidance, provided an overview of the current Admissions Policy. The 

District is requesting that the Admissions Policy be updated to allow for Covid-19 criteria to be scored for 

current middle school students. The hope is to send out the information to students by the end of the month. 

There was a discussion about the grades that need to be adjusted – letter grades vs. pass/fail, as well as the point 

system. Ms. Miller further explained that the admissions recruitment section will also need to be adjusted. Mr. 

Begin asked about utilizing the interview process. Ms. Miller stated that it is an enormous undertaking with 700 

applications and some schools are getting away from the interview process. Dr. Ferreira further explained that, 

in discussions with the Commissioner, the interview process could be logistically planned out, but could 

unexpectedly bring in some prejudices.   

 

Fr. Jay asked for confirmation on the scoring process. Ms. Miller referenced page eight of the proposed 

admissions policy – “For the classes of 2025 and 2026, due to the extenuating circumstances that excited in 

2019-20, the areas of attendance and academic record will only be score for the period of time leading up to 

March 13, 2020. The two categories will not be scored from March 16, 2020 through June of 2020. Pass-Fail 

grades from 2019-20 will not be utilized. A return to regular attendance and academic recording has been put 

back in place effective 2020-21, per guidance from the Commissioner of Education, and will be utilized as part 

of the admissions process moving forward.” 

 

 There was a discussion about attendance and discipline issues.  Dr. Ferreira explained that the top 

priority is the application scoring process for current 8th graders. Ms. Miller explained that December 15th is the 

first priority deadline, which may also be adjusted in the current Admissions Policy. There was a further 

discussion about the first round of acceptances date. Ms. Miller suggested taking out the priority deadline date. 

There was a discussion with how to process the applications received prior to the deadline. Mr. Jennings asked 

if there is a deadline to making changes to an application. Ms. Miller explained that a parent or school may 

contact her to change the application and there is no deadline. Members agreed to delete the line in section E 

stating “Applications received after the deadline may not be accepted”.  

 

 There was a discussion about verifying residency for students. Mr. Begin asked about students who 

move from one town to another, which is charged. Dr. Ferreira explained that the assessments are based on 

October 1st numbers. There was a further discussion about enrollment and passing courses in section nine of the 

policy. Mr. Jennings explained that the recommendations will be brought to the full committee for approval. 

The Admissions Sub-Committee will meet again in the future to discuss further changes to the policy. 

 

It was moved by Fr. Jay, seconded by Mr. Begin, and voted unanimously to adjourn the Sub-Committee 

meeting at 5:06 p.m. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

       Elvio Ferreira 

       Elvio Ferreira for Lucy Thompsen 

Materials Included: Admissions Policy          


